SOME HOLY PLACES

with Rewati, daughter of King Rewat. From the
Mahabharat we read that after having ruled for several
years in Dwarka, Krishna, to celebrate an occasion of
festival, went to Prabhas Patan, then the Mecca of Hindu
pilgrims, with a large party of family members. At
Patan a quarrel arose among them, which ended in a
fight in which many were killed. After witnessing the
deaths of so many kinsmen, he became exhausted and
lay down under a Pipal tree by the side of a reservoir
which was near. While he slept, a hunter named Jaras,
mistaking him from a distance for a deer, put arrow to
bow, and with a well-aimed shot killed him. The site of
this tragedy is still marked, and can be seen between the
towns of Verawal and Patan in the Junagadh State. At
Madhavpur, a coast town between Verawal and Porbandar,
Krishna was married to Rukmini, daughter of Bhishmak.
And so, from time immemorial, Kathiawad has been
the land to which all good Hindus, who could take
advantage of the blessings a pilgrimage to the holy land
carried, have come in countless numbers. These pilgrims
have been a source of very material wealth to the pro-
vince, already rich in natural resources. The sect of the
Jains revere the holy hills of Palitana and Girnar, whereas
Madhavpur, Tulsishyam, Dwarka, and Sudamapuri (the
modern Porbandar) have attracted all Hindus of whatever
denomination. Tulsishyam is sanctified on account of
the hot natural springs for which it is famous, while
Dwarka is renowned for its wonderful temples, chief
among which, the Jagat temple, is said to have been
originally built by one of the Gupta kings. Although
there is little to support this theory, still a similarity
between the id9l it contains with one in the Temple of
Krishna on Girnar, which is shown in the ancient Jain
records as having been built by one of the Gupta dynasty,
gives some ground for supposing that the author of the
one was also the author of the other.
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